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THE EAST GRINSTEA D SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East 
Grinstead and its environs. The town has a long history and a unique ai cH-
tectural heritage, entrusted for the time being to the hands of our generation. 
It should be our concern that such contributions as we in our turn make are 

worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, films and visits. It pro-

duces a bi-annual Bulletin of articles of local interest and a more frequent 
Newsletter. in 1969 it produced a report on the High Street Conservation Area 
which was well received as the basis for future policy. It is also very active 
in making representations to the local authorities on planning matters. With 
the re-organisation of local government its importance as a watchdog has in-

creased. It has held six exhibitions, published a book of reminiscences, a 
town trail and three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs of the town, 
restored the churchyard railings, planted trees on King George's Field, pre-
sented a seat to Sackville College and established a .-nwn Museum in conjunction 
with the Town Council. 

The Society is registered as a charity. It is registered with the Civic 
Trust, a member of the Sussex Federation of Amenity Societies and Local His-
tory Societies and affiliated to the Sussex Archaeological Society. A copy of 

its constitution is available on request. 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to 
represent public opinion; the larger its membership the greater its influence. 
The subscription £1 a year (additional members in the same family 25 new 
pence, persons in full-time education 25 new pence), to be renewed every 

year 	January 1, except by those joining on or after 1 October. Subscrip- 
tions, preferably by banker's order, should be sent to the Treasurer, Barclays 
Bank, East Grinstead. 

PRESIDENT 	G.JOHNSON SMITH, M.P. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 1979-80 

Chairman 	C.E.HARTLAND, F.R.I.B.A. 

Vice-Chairman 	M .J.LEPPARD, M .A. (Press Correspondent, Editor) 

Hon.Treasurer 	H.J.LILLY, A.I.B., A.C.I.S. 

Hon. Secretary 	Miss G.V.F.EMMENS 

J.N.CARPENTER, C.Eng., M.I.C.E., M.I.Struct.E.; B.W.DIVALL; 
C.W.GOOLDEN; D.G.JOYCE, F.R.I.B.A., D.T.MILLEN, B.A.; Miss 
S.B.S.PIGROME, M.A.; Mrs J.RUSHMAN; P.D.WOOD, F.R.I.C.S. 

All official correspondence should be sent to the appropriate officer, c/o 
Barclays Bank, East Grinstead. Subscriptions should be sent to the Treasur-
er, changes of address and queries about subscriptions to the Membership 
Secretary, correspondence about the Museum, matter for the Bulletin or 
Newsletter and requests for publications to the Vice-Chairman, all other 
correspondence to the Secretary. 

Permission to reproduce anything from the Bulletin must be sought from 
the Editor. Unsigned contributions are the work of the Editor or officers. 

Opinions in signed articles are not necessarily those of anyone but their 
authors. 
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 	 No.28 Spring 1980 

EDITORIAL 

The delays inseparable from the production of our Bulletin (depending as it 
does on the spare time of several volunteers at each stage of production) and the 
consequent danger of information in it being out of date when received have led 
the Committee to revive what was tried experimentally in 1973: a regular 
Newsletter to contain all topical matter, produced as economically as possible, 
and a bi-annual Bulletin to contain all longer articles and non-topical notes, pro-

duced as before. 

COVER PICTURE 

Among recent accessions to our Museum collection is a scarce book, pre-
sented by Miss G.Dart, Memoirs of Sir Edward Blount, 1809-1902, edited by 

S.J.Reid (1902), with three photogravure plates. One of these, reproduced on 
our cover, shows Sir Edward in his carriage in front of the house he built at 

Imberhorne (demolished some 25 years ago). 

An account of Sir Edward's career, based on this book, is given in W.H. 
Hills, History of East Grinstead (1906), pp. 187-190. There are only two local 
references in the book. On p.8 Sir Edward, a member of an old Roman Catholic 
family, records 'I have established Catholic schools near my own residence 
which are attended by about eighty children. These schools are under the 
charge of two Sisters of Mercy, and most of the scholars, though Protestants, 

have come from other schools in the town, because they appreciate the teaching.' 
On pp.290-4 is printed the text of an illuminated address from the 'chief in-
habitants' of East Grinstead congratulating him on the award of the K. C B. in 
1888 for services to the British community in Paris in the siege of 1870-71. 
They 'highly appreciate the interest that you and your family have always taken 
in this town and neighbourhood. We feel proud to think that you are an English-
man and a townsman' and the honour 'ought to have been even greater'. 

Today the Imberhorne housing estate covers the grounds of Sir Edward's 
home and Blount Avenue perpetuates his name. So that it may be correctly re-
membered, may we point out to all newcomers that it is pronounced BLUNT, 
not Blownt? 

NEXT BULLETIN 

Bulletin 29 will appear in the autumn and will include an article on the an-
cient brasses in our Parish Church. All other contributions to Mr M.J.Leppard 
by 18 July, please. 

PAST BULLETINS 

The articles in our Bulletins have little value unless we make them as 

accurate as we possibly can: consequently we are always glad when readers 
send in additions, corrections and answers to queries and will try to print them 
regularly. 

Our member Mrs Z.M.Garmonsway writes that the 1911 Coronation 
(Bulletin 21, p6) was marked by the planting of trees on Mount Noddy, pro-
bably by local councillors (cf our Reminiscences, p11) and it has been dis-
covered that on 10 March 1863 a public dinner at the Dorset Arms celebrated 
the wedding of the Prince of Wales. Mrs Garmonsway remembers when the 
central doorway of the schools (Bulletin 22, p13) was the entrance to the pri-
vate residence of the infants' headmistress, Miss Berry, and her sister. 
Obviously this was after the building of a new headmaster's house at 71 De La 
Warr Road, whose number was wrongly given as 81. (See p.10 for other addenda.) 
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IMBERHORNE MANOR 
	

by P.D.Wood 

Map 1 (below) is traced from one reproduced in 'The Buckhurst Terrier' 
(Sussex Record Society, vol.39, 1933). This important volume contains 
manorial details and maps of all the Sackville estates in Sussex and Kent in 
1597, including several in East Grinstead. The original MS is in the East 
Sussex Record Office at Lewes. 

Apart from its general interest it is remarkable in that the boundaries of 
the farm and manor in 1597 are virtually identical with those shown in the Tithe 
Map of 1841 and which lasted until the estate was broken up in 1953. The boundary 
of 1841 is shown as a heavy black line. 



5 

The lands to the west formed the old Domesday manor of Warlege or Warley, 
to the north the Common of Grinstead or Grjnsted Downe and to the south 
Tilkhurst or Telghurst. All three date back at least to the 11th century and, 
although Imberhorne itself is not entered under Grinstead Hundred in the Domes-
day Book, there is no doubt it existed, and possibly comprised the half-hide 
listed under Sedlescombe Manor as occupied by Geoffrey the Canon. (Lewes 

Cartulary, f. 43, Sussex Record Society, vol.38 (1932), pp. 72f. and Domesday 

Book 20, b, io.) 

These boundaries are therefore extremely ancient, possibly almost a thousand 
years old. They would be most interesting subjects for the new science of hedge-
row botany for some knowledgeable person to study. 

Map 2 (below) is a copy of the 6" O.S. of 1873, on which the external boundary 

of 1597 is shown as a heavy solid line. 
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The broken lines indicate internal boundaries of 1597 which survived to 1873. 
Here again an interesting survey could be carried out if the owner, Mr Brian 
Emmett, would give permission. 

Incidentally, the pond south of the farm is an ancient feature: in 1296 Robert, 
Vicar of East Grinstead, got into trouble for fishing in it without the permission 
of the owner, the Prior of St Pancras, Lewes. 

THE HISTORY OF ASHURST WOOD: Ashurst Wood News No.6 (September 1979) 
contains an important article on the history of the place by Mr P.D.Wood, the 
first ever attempt at publishing such an account. Though brief it is full of well-
substantiated facts and conclusions and provides a good starting point for the 
work now being undertaken on the subject by an evidently lively group whose 
first two Newsletters (October and November 1979) record useful work to date 
and in progress. Offers of help to and further information about Ashurst Wod 
Historians from Mr A.Hunt, 73 Hammerwood Road, Ashurst Wood (823108,. 
Current and back issues of Ashurst Wood News from Mrs G.Shuttleworth, 1) 

School Lane, Ashurst Wood, 10 n.p. each plus postage. 

SUSSEX RAILWAY ARCHITECTURE by J.N.Hoare (Harvester Press, £6.50) is 

a welcome new contribution to railway and local history. It eschews the anti-
quarianism, chronologies and collections of anecdote to which both are prone 
for well-researched and substantiated real history, related to economic facts, 
contemporary architecture and other relevant matters. The 100 illustrations 
are good ones, well-integrated with the ext, and the book is very readably 
written. East Grinstead receives full and fair attention. 

EDUCATION AND CONFLICT: Part of Mrs Neville's dissertation under this 
title (noticed in Bulletin 27) has begun to be serialised in the Sussex Family 
Historian. Vol. 4, No.2 (December 1979) contains the background history of 
the Payne Endowment, 1708-1816. 

J.M.NEALE: The Ai1ican Catholic, vol.9, no.36 (Soring 1979) contains an 
article by Dr A.G.Lough, the authority on Neale, on his sermons, comple-
mentary to his earlier one on the same subject in the Church Quarterly Review 
but suffering from careless proof-reading. 

SUSSEX BIBLIOGRAPHY for 1978 has now appeared and will be as valuable for 
local historians as its predecessors (so n.p. at Public Library). 

EAST GRINSTEAD FOCUS: The 3 November issue of this new free paper con-
tained a substantial history of Messrs Turner, Rudge & Turner, based on ex-
tensive research. The 7 December issue contained an illustrated account of 
the last years of the cattle market. It is probable that a series of old photo. 
graphs will be published during 1980. 

GUINEA PIGS: We are grateful to our members Miss F.Gardiner and :Mr H. 
Standen for the information that the film recollected in Bulletin 27 was New 
Faces for Old, made in 1942 by the Canadian forces to prepare people at home 
for returning servicemen who had received plastic surgery. The film was in-
deed used in the television programme and a copy survives at the Hospital. 

THE FEDERATION OF SUSSEX LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETIES has published issue I 

of its Newsletter (September 1979), to appear thrice-yearly. It will continue 
to publish Sussex History. 

ON 



7 

From the outside it looks ord-
inary enough, a little timber show-
ing in small square panels (typical 
17th century work to the initiated) but really not much of interest: certainly 
not enough to give a clue to its original form. Normally when one goes inside 
a house such as this the original form and date quickly become apparent, but 
not here. A good deal of what timber is exposed fits in with the 17th century 
clues outside:some is quite different - big heavy braces are visible on one wall. 
In one bedroom the style of timber-framing, from about halfway up the wall, is 
quite obviously not 17th century whatever it is. As always in such situations 
the vital place to look is the roof space (hoping that it has not been completely 
rebuilt, as tends to happen with the really old houses). Much rebuilding has 
gone on in the roof of Orchard Cottage but fortunately five substantial timbers 
have been left, two crown posts, two struts and a length of collar purlin. 
From these timbers a good deal of the history of the house can be pieced toge-
ther and most of the incongruous timbers downstairs understood. 

As many readers will have guessed, the house is in fact a mediaeval house 
with an open hall. The oldest timbers in the roof are all smoke-blackened, 
indicating that they were once over the open hail fire. In fact their size and 
shape (the struts are square rather than flat and the crown post very long, 9 ' ) 
suggest a 14th century date: the house might well have been standing when the 
black death visited East Grinstead. 

With these clues from the roof the history of the house seems to have been 
something like this. The oldest part is the remains of one hail bay of a 14th 
century house. Little more than five roof timbers, two tie beams and the arch 
braces to them remain. This early house must have become very dilapidated, 
for by the 1600s extensive reconstruction was necessary. Most of the structure 
except for one hail bay was rebuilt, even going so far as to renew the end of 
one of the old tie-beams (by then 300 years old). The roof, not surprisingly, 
was also rebuilt but with a significant change: the ridge was set at least 2' 
lower than before, altering the appearance even further. 

Most other old houses in the area are, no doubt, less interesting than this 
one - or are they? How many have been closely examined? 

LOCAL REFERENCES IN SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS (cont'd) 

vol.44 (1901) p.44  Jn Leedes & manor of Ashurst Wold, mid-C16 

p.119 Thos Chalenor M.P. for E.G., 1460 
p.122 Inquest at E.G., 1481 
p.132 marriage licence Challoner/Mascall, 1621 
p.134 marriage licence Chaloner/Bryant, 1632 

ORCHARD COTTAGE 

by P.J.Gray 

Most people have no doubt sus-
pected that some old houses, of 
which there are so many in and 
around East Grinstead, are perhaps 
not quite what they seem. Orchard 
Cottage on the Holtye Road, illus-
trated here, is one of these. 



LIME KILNS IN EAST GRINSTEAD 

by M.J.Leppard 

In the article on brickmaking in Bulletin 27 it was noted that we have several 
local place-names containing the word kiln but they were not discussed as each 
could, and most probably would, refer to lime kilns rather than brick kilns. 
It seems appropriate therefore to include in this issue a brief article on what is 
known about lime kilns in East Grinstead. 

In an article 'Lime Kilns in Central Sussex' in Sussex Industrial History, 
no.2 (Summer 1971), pp.23-30, our member Mrs M.Holt explains that the pro-
duction of lime from chalk was boosted in the late 16th and early 17th centuries 
by its use as a fertiliser by agricultural improvers and by the demand for it 
for infilling and plastering walls and making mortar as brick and stone became 
more extensively used in building. Wood, peat or furze was normally used for 
firing the kilns. In the 18th and 19th centuries it was common for each farm to 
have its own kiln and there were others on road verges, commons and waste-

lands. There were some families who travelled the country working the kilns 
and some commercially operated kilns. 

Mrs Holt does not include East Grinstead in the area covered by her article 
but W.H.Hills in his History of East Grinstead states (p.13), without citing any 

authority, that the public lime kilns formerly stood at North End on the Common 
(enclosed piecemeal from c.1760). Farmers fetched chalk by road from Lewes 
and made their own lime in the kilns which were used by whoever needed them 
and so 'disputes in regard to their occupation were not rare. The cartage of 
chalk was so great and so necessary an industry that by many general and local 
Acts carts conveying it were exempted from the payment of tolls, but a special 
clause was inserted in the last Act governing the East Grinstead roads (1850) 
withdrawing this exemption in regard to chalk and lime and continuing it in 
regard to lime only when being conveyed for use in improving land. 

The only private lime kiln specifically noted so far is that at Mays Farm in 
1836. Kiln Field at the same farm is mentioned in 1840 and 1841. In the latter 
year there was a Lime Kiln Field at Hill Place. 

Other Kiln Fields, Kilnfield Woods, Kiln Platts, etc. are recorded at various 
dates from 1776 to 1884 at some 14 farms all over the parish. They include a 
Kiln Field at Moats Farm in 1776 (known in 1597 as Katherine Pasture and in 
1820 as Three Acre Field) which probably takes its name from brickworking as 
it adjoins the Brick Kiln Field mentioned in the brickmaking article (paragraph 
3). The Kilns Field at Hoskins Farm in 1841, however, seems from the plural 
more likely to owe its name to limeworking. In 1808 and 1841 the lane from 
Gulledge to Hophurst was known as Kiln Lane. As with the field names it pro-
bably indicates limeworking but in the absence of any other evidence one cannot 
be certain. 

Unfortunately no map evidence has been noted so far, nor references to the 
use of lime on farms, occupations connected with its production or remains of 
kilns. Any known to readers would be welcome, and any further place-names. 
Detailed references for sources for all the place-names considered here can be 
supplied but have been omitted in order to save space. 

QUERY: Miss J.W.Holman, 20 Forest Way, .Ashtead, Surrey, asks for infor-
mation on the location of Frame Cottage, East Grinstead, where her ancestor 
James Day was a servant in 1851. 



THE RAILWAY HOTEL 

by M.J.Leppard 

Mr Herbert Shaw of Croydon, who has made a 

study of the deeds of the Croydon brewers Nalder 
& Collyer (now in Kingston Record Office), has 

kindly made available to us information on their 
houses in East Grinstead, the Rose and Crown 
(which it is hoped to write up in a future issue) 
and the Railway Hotel, seen here in a detail from 
an unattributed postcard of c.1902-1908. I am 
grateful to him for permission to use his notes 
freely with material I have gathered from other 
sources. 

The Nalder & Collyer partnership leased in 1849 Anthony Harman ' s brewery 
in Croydon High Street. From then until 1888 (when the partnership became a 
limited company) there came great development of their business in the south 
east because of the advantage they took of railway development. Many new 
public houses were put up by the new railway stations and they built the Railway 
Hotel at East Grinstead after its first station was opened on 9 January 1855 on a 
90 year lease dated from 25 March 1856. This was taken out in the name of the 
senior partner Francis Nalder and was for a parcel of land of 3 acres 6 perches 
adjoining on its north west side the premises of East Grinstead railway station 
(surviving as a stone-built house by the slip road at the clocktower junction). 

Francis Nalder died in 1857 and a new lease was made out, 25 March 1858, to 
the surviving partners, his son Howard and Bristow Collyer. It is for a victual-
ling house called the Railway Hotel with outbuildings lately erected, its bounds 
including 371' on the south east next to the new road lately made by Francis Nalder 
(the start of our Railway Approach) and 428' on the south west next to the land of 
William Pearless. 

The first proprietor was William Jones, who had taken over the Dorset Arms 
in 1848. Presumably he calculated that there would be more or better business 
in connection with the railway than at the old coaching inn. Subsequent proprie-
tors whose names have been noted are Charles Hoadley 1862, 1867, Mrs Hoadley 
1868, I.Gaston 1870, Mrs Gaston 1872, George Payne 1874, 1883, T.W.Pott 1892 
(a member of the Local Board), A.J.Clark, Frank Hubber 1909, J.Mellish 1916, 
D.Baker 1923, George Beer 1927, B.Rea 1928. 

In the first advertisement for the hotel so far traced, in Hayward's Almanack 
for 1872, Mrs Gaston thanks the public for its patronage of her late husband and 
'trusts, by attention and civility, to merit a continuation of the same'. It is 
styled a commercial and posting house and wine and spirit merchant's with 
horses for hire. 

The Popular Penny Illustrated Guide to East Grinstead of 1892 says 'If ever a 
reader of this small publication should go to East Grinstead jaded in body we 
would advise them to make a special point of going to the Railway Hotel. It is 
the embodiment of old-fashioned English comfort, of Dutch cleanliness, and 
modern luxury. 	There is more in the same vein, probably not unconnected 
with the fact that the hotel is the only one to advertise in the guide. Among its 
attractions it advertises billiards and a tennis lawn, private apartments, hot, 
cold and shower baths, latest sanitary improvements and an ordinary daily (i.e. 
table d'hote menu). There were private, livery and bait stables (where horses 



are respectively boarded and fed on journeys), loose boxes for hunters, carriages 

of every description on hire and fashionable brakes for picnic parties. The 
description family and commercial hotel shows that holidaymakers and comm-

ercial travellers were accommodated. in a drawing in the advertisement the 
hotel looks as in the photograph reproduced on the previous page. 

The sharp-eyed can probably see in that photograph that A.J-Clark adver -

tised similar amenities in the notices on the building. In addition he describes 
himself as job and post master (one who hires out horses and carriages). Over 
the porch are the words 'luncheons I till 2 p.m. ' and the badge of the Cyclists' 
Touring Club. A board at the side (in another photograph of about the same 
date) advertises Nalder & Collyers entire (a blend of ale and beer) with the date 
of building, 1856. The machine outside seems to be one of those once frequent 
on railway stations on which one could print one's name on a strip of metal for 
• penny. At about this date 'penny gaffs' were presented by touring players in 
• tent behind the hotel. 

By 1909 the proprietor was able to advertise a motor garage and a croquet 
and bowling green, together with a telephone number, and a 1927 advertisement 
lists AA recognition, a spacious lounge, a lovely garden and a porter to meet 
trains. 

The hotel was rebuilt in 1939, probably soon after its acquisition by Ind 
Coope and perhaps because demand for hotel accommodation in East Grinstead 

was lessening, further back from the road and renamed The Glanfield, belated 
recognition of the fact that in 1883 the station had been replaced by one some 3/5 
miles away and a rare tribute to its architect whose name was Glanfield and 
whose skill in brickwork and in the adaptation of Scottish Baronial stylistic 
features have been admired. A few years ago, when the sign needed replacing, 
the present drawing of architect's equipment ousted the bare name and explain-
ed its significance. 

SUSSEX ARMS: Further to the article in Bulletin 26 (May 1979) it should be 
noted that Edward Steer in his 1899 reminiscences states that when he first 
knew the town in 1856 'There was at this time no Sussex Arms nor police station 
in West Street'. 

BRICKMAKING: SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 

Hackenden Brickyard: Our member Mrs Z.M.Garmonsway points out that 
'Harold Barter Young' in line 7 of Mr Wood's article (Bulletin 26 5 p.7) is an 
error for 'Harold Barter Harwood', for which we apologise. P.10 line 12 for 
'by' read 'for'. 

Other Yards: Reports in the East Grinstead Express of 31 July 1896 and the 
East Grinstead Observer of 1 August of new machinery at Edward Steer's 
builder's yard in Cantelupe Road mention that the firm has a brickyard in ano-
ther part of the town but unfortunately do not specify where. 

Brick Structures: Mr M.E.Funnell reports that the bricks inside the wall 
supporting the high level station on the southern side of Station Road (to be 
dated c.1882-4) were marked 'Johnson & C(o?)'. It was noted during work 
on the Lingfield Road mini-roundabout that the boundary wall of the Methodist 
Church grounds (1938) was built of Rowfant bricks. 

GOLDEN BOOTS: Further to a query in Bulletin 25 Mr S.F.Knowles reports 
that there is another golden boot in Worcester, said to have come originally 
from somewhere in this area. 
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SOME REMINISCENCES OF AN 
ANTIQUARIAN BOOKSELLER 

by David T.Murnford 

I first started in business in a 
very small way with a capital of only 
£40 and a small stock of secondhand 
and antique furniture. I also did 
art metalwork and woodcarving at 
a small lock-up shop which was once 
an estate agent's near the railway 
station in Railway Approach in 1922. 

As trade improved I moved to much larger premises at 196 London Road 
and afterwards to 192, which had more floor space. My stock grew and also 
my knowledge of rare books, in which I specialised. I carried a stock of over 
40,000 volumes, all well classified. The rare ones were card-indexed. 

Catalogues were issued and books were posted to all parts of the world 
but mostly to America. New books were supplied to local schools, including 
the County (Grammar) School, Bush Davies and St Agnes', and to St Margaret's 
Convent. 

Many well-known people were my customers, including Sir John Betjernan 
who mentioned the shop in one of his poems. Patrick Moore's mother bought 
him his second book on astronomy from me. (She gave him his first). He 
was quite a small boy and afterwards bought many pounds worth of books from 
me. William Robinson of Gravetye, the well-known gardener, and his head 
gardener Mr Markham came to me, and those other well-known gardeners, Tom 
Hay and his son Roy of the B.B.C. Dr Arundell Esdaile, the head of the British 
Museum Library, often called and I learned much about rare books from him. 
Cyril Fletcher, David Markham and Tony.Hancock were customers too, and 
W.H.Davies, the poet. I remember buying a car-load of books from Prince 
Karl Louis of Hapsburg. Sir Archibald Mclndoe, the well-known plastic surgeon, 
bought an Encyclopaedia Britannica from me. Peter Katin used to visit us with 
his parents and play very advanced music on our piano when he was only about 7 
years old. Other well-known names were Arnbridges, Spongs, Marley, Nettle-
fold, Dewar, Musgrave, Mr and Mrs Blount and Sir Charles Madden, First Sea 
Lord. 

I lost about £300 worth of books when the basement was flooded during a 
very heavy storm. Twice the shopfront was destroyed by bomb blast during 
the second world war but we carried on business as usual. Many bombs were 
dropped in the vicinity but the worst incident was when the Whitehall cinema was 
destroyed with over a hundred killed, mostly children. I was an air raid warden 
and had to render what help I could. I was for a short time foreman at a small 
engineering firm conveniently a few doors from the shop, where my wife and 
son Tony carried on the business with the help of an assistant. After the war 
my son John came into the business. 

There were several well-known characters I can remember; Brighton Jack, 
who used to come round the streets with his barrow of cheap fresh fish, Charlie 
Finch, the muffin man, and Harry Turner of Turner, Rudge and Turner, who used 
to amuse the crowd greatly with his jokes about certain articles of china, beds, 
prams, etc. which were sold at the auction rooms. 



12 	The fire brigade was very primitive. Even in 1920 I remember seeing the 
manually operated fire pump worked by four men at each side having great 
difficulty in squirting a small jet of water onto a blazing haystack on Blount l5  

estate. The biggest fires were at Stennings' timberyard and Cromwell House. 
By that time they had a steam fire engine. This appliance was drawn by one 
horse which was borrowed from a local tradesman. As you can imagine, it 
took quite a while to get to some fires. The firemen were paid so much an hour; 
the longer the fire lasted, the more they received. The firemen left their work 
and ran to the fire station, which was next to the timberyard, when they heard 

the maroon, which was a very loud bang. There was always a crowd that ran 
and followed the fire engine to the incident. 

The first motor buses were quite a novelty. Later on came competition with 
private buses which were ruh off the road by Southdown. Only Sergeants' buses 

were able to compete for any length of time. 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Files of the following periodicals likely to interest members are kept at the 
County Branch Library, all R, some A*: 

Ashurst Wood Historians' Newsletter 
The East Grinstead Society Bulletin 
Lingfield Amenity Society Newsletter 
Sussex Archaeological  Collections 
Sussex Archaeological Society Newsletter 
Sussex County Magazine 
Sussex History 
Sussex Life (from 1966 with some gaps) 
Sussex Notes and Queries 
Wealden Iron Research Group Bulletin 
West Sussex Archives Society Nev.'sletter 

There is now a separate Local Studies section at the end of the Reference 
Library sequence. Recent acquisitions likely to interest members include: 

RQ352. 	Elderfield, C. 	 Public Opinion and Local GovermnentRe- 
organisation with Reference to East 
Grinstead 

R398.2324221 Chouler, W.H. 	Tales of Old Surrey (folklore) 
L621.45094225 Brunnarius, M. 	Windmills of Sussex 
R621.45094225 McDermott,R. & R. 	The Standing Windmills of Sussex 

LR728.8 Automobile Association Stately Homes, Museums, Castles and 
Gardens in Britain 

R912.2 Dixon & Sons 	 Dixon's East Grinstead Almanack and 

Directory for 1916 
LQ9 13.42 Beresford, M.W. 	Mediaeval Britain: 	An Aerial View 
RQ940.48 E.Allen 	 Her Boots Got Her The Job 
LQ942.01 Scullard, H.H. 	Roman Britain: 	Outpost of the Empire 
RQ942.21 Palmer, E. 	 The Making of Lingfield (pageant) 
LR B.NEA Lough, A.G. 	 John Mason Neale - Priest Extraordinary 
AR Gatwick Area Consultative Committee 

Annual Report, 1978 
AR West Sussex County Council 

County Structure Plan: 	First Annual 
Monitoring Report 
Report of the Panel Conducting the 
Examination in Public, July 197 9 

Ask at desk; L = Available on loan; R = Reference only 
R.H.ADDERLEY 


